Northern Synod Newsletter
30th May 2018
Dear Ministers, Pastors and members of Congregations in the Northern Synod,
At the Northern Synod meeting in July 2017 the leadership of the General Secretary
Mr Peter Jones was strongly endorsed. It was agreed to extend the placement of our
General Secretary for one year to the end of 2018, and to ask the Synod Standing
Committee to commence the task of recruiting a new General Secretary. We
continue to pray for and to appreciate the many gifts and skills Peter has exercised
over the last 10 years in his role as General Secretary.
At the September 2017 meeting of the Synod Standing Committee a Position
Description was approved and advertising commenced. The Selection Committee or
the JNC was Rev Thresi Mauboy, Rev Felicity Amery, Pastor Steve Bevis, Yurranydjil
Dhurrkay, Rev Dr Mark Lawrence (General Secretary of the Vic/Tas Synod) Ms Jo
Ward (who had to pull out due to personal reasons), and Dr Bruce Walker.
At the April 2018 meeting of the Synod Standing Committee a proposal was
approved by consensus to call Rev Haloti Kailahi to the role of General Secretary of
the Northern Synod – placement commencing at the beginning of December 2018.
Rev Haloti will take up his duties as General Secretary on the 14th December. Rev
Haloti and his wife Katalina have been invited to attend our Synod in October to
provide an opportunity for members of Synod to meet them, and for the Synod to
have an opportunity to endorse the decision of the Synod Standing Committee.
We look forward to welcoming them to the Northern Synod later in the year.
Please pray for Haloti as he continues in his current ministry in NSW and for their
family as Haloti and Katalina begin their transition to the North.
Grace and peace,

Rev Thresi Mauboy

Rev Felicity Amery

Moderator

PPNA Presbytery Minister/Chairperson

We live, work and worship on Aboriginal land. This newsletter was
written and printed on the traditional lands of the Larrakia people.
We pay our respects to their Elders past and present, and honour all
First Nations people in this land we now call Australia.
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We believe Rev Haloti Kailahi brings;
a strong personal faith in Jesus Christ
passion and commitment to the life and witness of the Uniting Church and its
core values underpinned in the Basis of Union, Constitution and Regulations
an enhanced awareness and deep commitment to our covenant with First
Peoples, making sure their voices are heard
5 years of experience as a congregational minister (growing a congregation
and completing a building project)
15 years of executive leadership with an international company, commercial
experience, an effective Senior Executive Manager, progressive thinking and
high ethical principles
extensive experience on school and other agency boards and their subcommittees, effectively implementing organisational values, business acumen
and management of HR,
a consultative style, experience as a team player who is willing to make the
hard decisions.
demonstrated innovative thinking and effective practical application
regarding change awareness and change processes within culturally diverse
contexts
provision of Synod and Assembly leadership through appointment/election to
Synod Boards and the Assembly Standing Committee
formal tertiary qualifications in theology and business areas of study, and the
capacity to ground this learning in his practice of ministry and engagement with
individuals, groups, and communities.
A unique suite of cultural, organisational and management skills and
experiences which are timely in the context of the growth, development and
transition of the Uniting Church across the Northern Synod.
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Recordings from the first Lay Preachers and Pastors
training with Rev Dr Andrew Dutney are now online!
Visit https://www.ns.uca.org.au/laytraining

Making Decisions Amid God’s Abundant Grace
Uniting Church members from around Australia will come together in prayerful
community at Box Hill Town Hall in July for the 15th Assembly meeting.
On Sunday 8 July, members of the 15th Assembly will install Dr Deidre Palmer as
President, the second woman in the history of the Church to hold that leadership
position.
Dr Palmer will be installed as President in a service at St Michaels Collins Street
Uniting Church on the first night of the Assembly meeting.
From Monday 9 July the Assembly’s 265 members drawn from across the
councils of the Church will decide the Church’s national priorities for the next
three years.
The Church’s response to the Royal Commission into Child Sexual Abuse, the
challenge of domestic and family violence, our continuing conversation on
Indigenous sovereignty in light of the Covenant relationship between the UCA
and the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress.
There will be a landmark statement encouraging action and advocacy on Climate
Change and a consultation process proposed regarding voluntary assisted dying.
Assembly members will also consider a report and proposals on marriage and
same-gender relationships. More Reports and Proposals will be published in the
weeks ahead.
The big conversations aside, the weeklong meeting is a festival of all things
Uniting Church.
Assembly Agencies such as UnitingCare Australia, UnitingWorld, Frontier
Services and other Assembly groups will have a marketplace of information stalls
at the venue.

There will be two public lectures. The first hosted
by the Uniting Church National History Society on
Sat 7 July from Prof. Stewart Gill, Master of
Queen’s College, Melbourne on “No Gods and
Precious Few Heroes: Why We Need to Remember
Our History.”
The Cato Lecture, a regular feature of every
Assembly meeting, will be delivered on Wednesday
11 July by Bishop Ken Carter of the United
Methodist Church in the US state of Florida.
Daily Bible studies will have a Pacific flavour led by
Rev. Dr Sef Carroll of UnitingWorld and Rev James
Bhagwan of the Methodist Church in Fiji in line with
the focus on climate justice.
The Worship program is being coordinated by Rev.
Ian Ferguson of Brunswick Uniting Church.
You can follow what’s happening in the lead-up to
the Assembly on the website http://uniting.church
and register for regular updates.
The 15th Assembly will be the first to attempt to go
paperless. All proposals, reports and timetables will
be provided to members’ mobile devices using the
Crowd Compass app used for VicTas Synod
meetings.
Uniting Church members will also be invited to join
in 40 days of prayer before the Assembly meeting
from Tuesday 29 May. Visit http://uniting.church/
40prayers to access the prayer resources.

Who are Members
of the Assembly?
Representation at
Assembly meeting is set
out in the UCA
Constitution and
Regulations.
- One Minister and one lay
member appointed by
each Presbytery
- Ministers and confirmed
lay members appointed by
Synods
- Ex-officio and other
members
- Sixteen members of the
Uniting Aboriginal and
Islander Christian Congress
In Synod and Presbytery
representation and
overall, the number of lay
members shall not be less
than the number of
ministerial members.
One in 10 members must
also be of a “youthful
age” (under 25 at the
beginning of the
Assembly).

Deidre’s Discipleship
Read the full article at https://www.insights.uca.org.au/features/deirdres-discipleship

When Deidre receives the symbols of ministry from outgoing President Stuart
McMillan at St Michaels Collins St in Melbourne, she will become the UCA’s
15th President and the second woman to take up the role. Dr Jill Tabart was
the first, serving as President from 1994 to 1997.
“Abundant Grace Liberating Hope” is the theme Deidre has chosen for her
term. “This theme highlights for me Christ’s call to be a church that embodies
God’s abundant grace, compassion and love - a Church that is a bearer of
Christ’s hope and light in the midst of despair and darkness.
“The overflowing of God’s abundant grace will be seen as we create
communities and contribute to a world where people experience God’s good
news of reconciling love, healing and hope.”
“God’s gift of abundant grace calls us to be a people who share our gifts,
resources, time and energy generously.”
As is the case with all incoming Presidents of the Uniting
Church in Australia, Deidre’s first task is to preside over
the Assembly meeting. The first tranche of Reports and
Proposals for the 15th Assembly were released at the
end of April and there are already several big
conversations on the agenda.
Beyond the Fifteenth Assembly youth and
young adults will definitely be a focus. During
her time as SA Moderator, Deidre actively
canvassed the views of young UCA
members, their issues and struggles and
what they thought their Church should be
doing in the public space. “These young
people are amazingly gifted and
committed to shaping the Church and to
live their faith in the world around them.”
“We can move courageously into the
future, because we see the hope among us
now.”

Stuart McMillan’s Church Anniversary Message
The 14th President of the Uniting Church in Australia Stuart McMillan has
urged Church members to address the “unfinished business” of sovereignty
and treaty for First Peoples in his final national message.
“I started my Presidency with the Yolŋu words Bala limurr roŋyirr ŋorraŋgitjlil ‘Let us return to the white ashes of the fire’,” said Mr McMillan.
“It was a call to reflect on the way all the people of God, First and Second
Peoples have been sustained by the Holy Spirit in their own way.”
“I continue to invite Church members to consider what it would mean for the
practices of our Church to honour First Peoples as sovereign in this land and
what it means to stand with them in their pursuit of just terms treaties.
“The conversation continues and the movement for Treaty is stirring again as
the ashes of my time are cooling.
“I pray that the Holy Spirit will rekindle the embers of
the work done by both First and Second Peoples over the last three
years so that we can together strive to achieve a more just church and
nation.”
A proposal to the 15th Assembly in July will ask the
Uniting Church to affirm that the First Peoples of
Australia, the Aboriginal and Islander Peoples, are
sovereign peoples in this land.
Mr McMillan said it had been a joyful, challenging and
inspiring three years as President.“I thank God for the
great blessing of serving the Church in this role,” he said.
In his message the President also honoured Church
women and men who had stood together with
First Peoples in their struggles for their rights,
the UCA’s international church partners and
emerging young leaders in the Uniting
Church.
“The love of Christ shared in all these
relationships, these fellowships of
reconciliation, is life-giving.”
To view the proposal visit https://
uniting.church/29-recognition-of-sovereignty/

The PPNA has a special fund to support
ministers and members participating in
events like Uniting Women.
Applicants can apply for up to $700 per
two year period.
To learn more or download the application
form, visit www.ns.uca.org.au/CEF

