
Members of ñHMAS Presbyteryò watching the boat races at the March meeting 

We are all in the one boat  
 Using an illustrated chil-

drenôs story, Rev Kate Fraser 

made it clear to the members 

of the Pilgrim Presbytery that 

as members of the Uniting 

Church in Australia we are 

all in the same boat, and that 

our individual actions affect 

both the performance of the 

boat and the lives within the 

boat.  

 The story, Mr  Gumpyôs 

Outing by John Birningham, 

tells of the animals desire to 

join Mr Gumpy in his boat for a 

dayôs outing. Mr Gumpy reluc-

tantly agrees, but on the condi-

tion that the animals refrain 

from their natural tendenciesð

the dog is not allowed to chase 

the cat, who is not allowed to 

annoy the rabbit, and so forth.  

 All goes well, until the ani-

mals revert to type, and the in-

evitable happensðthe boat  

overturns and everyone ends up 

in the river.  

 The story ends with Mr 

Gumpy and his friends swim-

ming to the bank, drying off 

and returning to Mr Gumpyôs 

house for tea. A possible image 

of reconciliation at the Lordôs 

Julie Watts from Darwin Memorial 
chose the homestead catðlovable 
and helpful, values independence 
and freedom, seems easy going 
but likes things its own way, and 
get scratchy if not happy. 

table was not lost on the meet-

ing. 

 In preparation for the meet-

ing members of Presbytery had 

been asked to discuss with their 

congregations which from a 

range of birds and animals best 

reflected the dominate charac-

teristics of the congregation 

(see page 8). Members of Pres-

bytery then used the animal 

faces provided to create hats 

which were worn for the rest of 

the meeting. The hats helped 

the members recognise the dif-

ferent characteristics among the 

congregations, and that in turn 

helped the meeting work with 

the reality of different prefer-

ences in relation to mission and 

general life in the church. 

 The meeting workshopped 

a vision for the life of the Pres-

bytery and then gathered a list 

of mission activities that caught 

(Continued on page 4) 

óAT SEAô  

TOGETHER 
Members of the Pilgrim Pres-

bytery of Northern Australia 

gathered for their bi-annual 

meeting in March at Palmer-

ston Uniting Church under 

the theme ñHMAS Presby-

teryò.  The worship recog-

nised the diversity amongst 

the members and congrega-

tions under the essential unity 

offered in Christ as the Head 

of the Church. The President, 

Rev Dr Dean Drayton, shared 

in the meeting before leading 

a retreat for the ministers at 

Lake Bennet (pictures on pag-

es 6) 
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Moderator Rev George Woodward 

Our new Synod Receptionist 
 Gwyn Whelband started in the 

Synod Office on 17th March.  

 ñI was born and bred in sunny 

Queensland and I have lived in almost 

every provincial city in that sunny 

state. A shift in my husband Garyôs 

career meant a move to the ófridge of 

Australiaô ï Canberra, where we lived 

for a total of five years. It has been a 

shock to return to the tropics, but with 

the help of Gods greatest invention ï 

the air conditioner, I am learning to 

cope! 

 ñTwo married daughters remain 

in Canberra and our fourteen year old 

son, Peter, has made the journey north 

with us. The first grandchild is on the 

way so much happy clucking can be 

heard! 

 ñWhen not looking after the 

phone or wrestling with the computer 

in the office, I can be found reading, 

crosstitching, patchworking or muck-

ing around in the garden. I also collect 

old wares and anything to do with 

chickens. 

 ñWhen asked I readily admit to a 

passion for Italian food, chocolate, 

cheesecake and good wine, all of the 

above tasting even more wonderful 

when shared with friends as the sun 

goes down.  

 ñI think my lifeôs motto would be 

óPut your faith in God and hold on 

tight for the rideô. Just when life be-

gins to feel comfortable Godôs whirl-

wind picks us up and off we go again. 

I look forward to the challenges that 

working for Him here in the Synod 

office will bring.ò 

 

 Some time ago I was talk-

ing to a minister who was leav-

ing the Presbytery. I said some-

thing like, ñI am sorry that you 

are leaving.ò The response I got 

was unexpected. The minister 

was not very happy and gave 

me an earful about how the 

Synod had not supported them. 

  I thought to justify myself 

and so I began to outline the 

things that the Presbytery had 

done to offer support to this 

minister. This was not really a 

wise move. What I now got 

was an even bigger earful of 

where the Presbytery had fallen 

down in its duties towards this 

minister. I now became a little 

concerned and wasnôt to sure 

where to turn. I listened care-

fully to what the minister had to 

say and then said something 

like, ñIôm really sorry that you 

have had such a difficult expe-

rience with the Synod and the 

Presbytery. It is good that God 

does not let us down the way 

we let each other down.ò This 

minister did not know what to 

say to my concluding comment 

because I believe this minister 

had done little thinking about 

where God was in the issues 

that were being faced at the 

time of our discussion. 

 When I think about what 

we now know as resolution 84 I 

believe for many of us, if not 

all of us, we feel that in some 

way the church has let us down. 

 We wished the Assembly 

had said something different. 

Yet God has not let us down. 

God is faithful and God keeps 

all His promises.  

 We can spend a lot of ener-

gy being upset with  Councils 

of the church, made up of God-

ly people like you and me, and 

forget that a wonderful, all lov-

ing, forgiving, holy God travels 

with us. It is in this God, who 

has come to us in His Son Je-

sus, that we find salvation and 

new life. It is in this God that 

we have our being and hope for 

living. It is this God who is 

with us today in the presence 

and power of the Holy Spirit.  

 It was exciting to be in one 

of our congregations a few 

weeks back and hear at a con-

gregational meeting, ñWe have 

spent enough time on this issue. 

We need to be about what God 

is calling us to do in this place.ò 

 God calls us to journey on 

always responding to Godôs 

faithfulness and love, finding 

our faith and love renewed 

through that wonderful rela-

tionship we have with God in 

Jesus Christ. Through this gra-

cious relationship we then are 

able to serve each other in the 

church and serve the communi-

ty so that they might see and 

know the grace of our Lord Je-

sus Christ. 

Finding God in 
difficult places 
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Welcome Bill and Jill Pickering 
 The Rev Bill Pickering was in-

ducted into the East Kimberley 

Ministry on Sunday 15th February 

2004. As a Frontier Services Patrol 

Minister Bill is ministering along-

side the members of the Kununurra 

Congregation.  
 When asked about his call to 

Kununurra, Bill said, ñAfter a reason-

ably long and successful ministry (12 

years) in Perth both Jill and I had 

itchy feet to go back into the country, 

so when we saw the Kununurra posi-

tion advertised we became excited 

with the prospect.  After much prayer 

and discussion we applied and here 

we are, but not without sacrifice, es-

 pecially for Jill.   

 We look forward with real excite-

ment at the prospect of becoming in-

volved with the church in the North-

ern Synod and were disappointed at 

not being able to attend the latest 

Presbytery meeting, however the rain 

has been very welcome and has made 

the country look spectacular.ò 

 Jill is an ESL/ESD specialist 

teacher. Bill and Jill both taught in 

Laverton (far Northern Goldfields). 

 Billôs previous congregations  

were at Hamersley (Tom Price), Es-

perance and Bicton/Palmyra. Before 

coming into the ministry Bill worked 

as a fitter and turner in Norseman 

(Southern Goldfields) and in Wit-

tenoom in the Pilbara.   

Rev Bill Pickering and wife Jill are 
delighted to be in Kununurra.  

Photographed here on the day of Billôs 
induction  

Whatõs The Buzz? 
 The Arnhem Land Ministry 

Council met at Milingimbi fol-

lowing an Easter rally from 

Tuesday13th to Thursday the 

15 th  of April. This was a rich 
time of fellowship and reflec-

tion on ministry in Arnhem 

Land. The Rev Bilanya Gara-

wirrtja was chosen as the new 

Convener for the Council.  

 Galiwinõku congregation 
were pleased to report that 

Sunday school is happening 

weekly now. There are mid -

week womenõs and menõs Bible 
studies and a youth night on 

Fridays. Thanksgiving time in 

March reflected on the theme 

ôReturn To The Lordõ, and was 

a time of true blessing. In the 

near future the leaders hope to 
start visiting homeland centres 

again for fellowship together. It 

is the Church Councilõs wish to 

have Rev Jovilisi Ragata in part

-time placement until his re-

tirement from ministry in 

2005.  

 It was good to hear that at 
Croker Island fellowship & ser-

vices in the homelands and the 

town have started again to-

gether with Bible studies. Rev 

Tebuiti Tapera continues to 

live at Minjilang, working for 
the Council and giving leader-

ship to the church.  

 Rev Walirr Garrawurra who 

is ôofficiallyõ retired was, at the 

recent UAICC National Elders 
Council meeting in Geelong, 

appointed Deputy Chair. His 

ministry together with his wife 

& family, across the three 

NRCC areas, continues to be 

active, vital and much appreci-
ated.  

 A new suggestion brought 

forward was that Galiwinõku 

link in with the National Day of 

Thanksgiving (29 th  of May this 
year ð Pentecost weekend ð see 

www.thanksgiving.org.au) and 

that one big celebration be 

held in Arnhem Land next 

Year.  

 Rev  D jawanyd jaw any 
Gondarra who is the NRCC 

Chair will step down from this 

position to take up a new 

placement of Ministry Develop-

ment Worker for the Arnhem 
Land Ministry Council from 

July this year. Rev Gelung 
(Continued on page 8) 

NNRC Area Ministry Councils meet 

The Northern Regional Council of Congress has established area min-
istry councils in Arnhem Land, the Centre and Mowanjum. Shown above, 
the President, Rev Dr Dean Drayton, met with the Arnhem Area Ministry 
Council shortly after his installation as President.  


