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Yolŋuw	  Makarr	  Dhuni	  
(Yolŋu	  Nations	  Assembly)	  

	  
	  
	  

Yolŋuw	  Makarr	  Dhuni	  represents	  the	  people	  of	  8	  nations	  in	  
the	  Western,	  Central	  and	  East	  Arnhem	  Land	  areas	  of	  the	  
Northern	  Territory:	  
	  
	  

Miwatj,	  Laynha,	  Raminy,	  Marthakal,	  Garriny,	  
Gumurr-‐Rawarraŋ,	  Gaṯtjirrik	  and	  Miḏiyirrk	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Content	  
	  
Statement,	  regarding	  Australian	  Federal	  Government	  Stronger	  Futures	  Bills	  and	  
Northern	  Territory	  Policies,	  to	  the	  Leaders	  of	  the	  Australian	  Federal	  and	  Northern	  
Territory	  Parliaments:	  Prime	  Minister	  Julia	  Gillard,	  Opposition	  Leader	  Tony	  Abbot,	  
Leader	  of	  the	  Australian	  Greens	  Christine	  Milne,	  Northern	  Territory	  Chief	  Minister	  
Paul	  Henderson	  and	  Northern	  Territory	  Opposition	  Leader	  Terry	  Mills,	  with	  a	  copy	  
to	  the	  Federal	  Minister	  for	  Family,	  Housing,	  Community	  Services	  and	  Indigenous	  
Affairs	  Jenny	  Macklin………………………………………………………………………………………...pg	  2	  
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Appendix	  1	  
	  
Djuŋadjuŋa	  Yunupiŋu	  	  
Dalkarramirr	  for	  the	  Gumatj	  Nation	  
Spoken	  in	  English	  and	  Yolŋu	  Matha	  
	  
“Intervention	  when	  it	  first	  came	  in	  we	  thought	  it	  was	  good	  to	  help	  our	  people…	  But	  now	  our	  
experience	  is	  that	  it	  has	  not	  been	  beneficial.	  It	  has	  turned	  our	  young	  people	  against	  their	  Elders	  
because	  it	  has	  undermined	  our	  ability	  to	  determine	  things	  for	  ourselves.	  Schools-‐	  our	  bilingual	  
program	  is	  not	  being	  supported,	  courts-‐	  [it’s	  a	  new]	  stolen	  generations-‐	  police	  [are	  taking	  over	  and	  
not	  acting	  in	  appropriate	  cultural	  ways].	  
	  
[The	  intervention]	  takes	  us	  back	  to	  the	  1920’s,	  30’s-‐	  to	  the	  early	  mission	  days,	  the	  stolen	  
generations.	  Our	  memories	  have	  been	  taken	  back	  to	  the	  time	  when	  the	  Welfare	  people	  stepped	  into	  
our	  land.	  
	  
We	  thought	  that	  [the	  intervention]	  was	  manymak	  (good),	  but	  experience	  showed	  us	  a	  different	  
picture.	  We	  see	  the	  experience	  of	  other	  black	  people	  across	  the	  world	  (their	  struggles)	  and	  we	  see	  
that	  here.	  
	  
Where	  is	  all	  that	  self-‐determination,	  where	  has	  all	  that	  yäku	  (name)	  gone.	  
	  
You	  can	  change	  names	  [to	  Stronger	  Futures]	  to	  convince	  [us	  that	  things	  are	  better]	  but	  you	  are	  still	  
following	  the	  same	  [track].	  
	  
Our	  Homelands…	  People	  are	  moving	  in	  [to	  communities].	  Homelands	  have	  bäyŋu	  (no)	  road	  fixing,	  
bäyŋu	  (no)	  help	  for	  airstrips,	  all	  houses	  are	  built	  in	  town	  [attracting	  people	  in].	  
	  
If	  we	  are	  citizens	  together	  in	  this	  country,	  lifting	  up	  the	  one	  flag,	  each	  calling	  Australia	  our	  home,	  
then	  we	  must	  work	  with	  respect.	  Respect	  for	  ourselves,	  our	  land,	  our	  law,	  and	  our	  language.	  
	  
These	  words	  ‘self-‐determination’	  and	  ‘self-‐management’	  they	  have	  been	  taken	  out	  of	  the	  
[Government’s]	  dictionary.	  When	  our	  Elders	  first	  heard	  these	  words	  they	  were	  happy.	  Now	  later,	  
40	  years	  [gone].”	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


