UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA - RESOLUTIONS FROM SYNOD 2010
Resolution:
Indigenous Education Task Group 
The Northern Synod requests the Moderator to form and chair an Indigenous Education Task Group to:

· develop options through which approaches to education may be implemented within the boundaries of the Synod, based on the conclusive research on the positive outcomes of bilingual/multilingual education;
· develop a policy which reinstates the use of Indigenous languages alongside English in Indigenous community and homeland schools in the NT and supports Indigenous languages in schools in the Pitjantjatara Lands and the Kimberley, to enable improved learning outcomes for Indigenous students and to abide by Article 14 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;
· liaise with and undertake projects in support of like minded groups, eg NT Christian Schools Association/EdTrans, to enable education delivery that values Indigenous community views;

· undertake public advocacy in support of Indigenous education issues, particularly in support of bilingual/multilingual education and local community leadership in education delivery;

· explore options to establish a Uniting Church Education Commission or other mechanisms through which the Synod will address the Indigenous education concerns of our members. 
Passed by Consensus. 

Resolution:
Amendment to the UCA Constitution – Clause 49 and 49(a)
Synod did not approve the changes made to Clause 49 of the UCA Constitution by the 12th Assembly 
In addition, Synod made the following two statements:

Synod urges the Assembly to keep exploring ways in which the UAICC and Regional Councils have the structures and powers necessary to carry out their ministries.

Synod commends to the Assembly its strong partnership within the Northern Synod as one of the models to be explored.

Passed by Consensus. 
Resolution: 
Amendment to the UCA Constitution – Clause 71
Synod approved the changes made to Clause 71 of the UCA Constitution by the 12th Assembly.

Passed by Consensus. 
Resolution:
Former Moderator to represent the Synod on CSIS Matters

Synod approved the Immediate Past Moderator, Rev Wendell Flentje, formally representing the Synod on matters relating to CSIS. 
Passed by Consensus. 
Resolution:
Compulsory acquisition of land at James Price Point
Synod approved the Moderator making a press release and taking other related actions to express our call to: 

· stop the compulsory acquisition of traditional owner’s land;

· use negotiated process to work with traditional owners and other Indigenous peoples in consideration of developments on Aboriginal land. 

Note: The Synod of WA at it’s Synod a week before our Synod, passed a similar resolution. 
Passed by Consensus. 
Resolution:
NT Intervention, World Council of Churches Living Letters Team visit.
Synod:

a)
 expressed our thanks to the World Council of Churches (WCC) visiting Living Letters Team for visiting us;

b)
noted the WCC Living Letters Statement (released 17 September 2010);

c)
requested the Moderator, working with Synod Standing Committee, to develop a response and to advocate in support of the Living Letters report when it is released by the WCC.  
Passed by Consensus. 
Resolution:
Schooling for Asylum Seeker Children in Darwin

Synod urges the Australian Government to accept the offer of the Catholic Diocese of the Northern Territory to provide places for Asylum Seeker Children in Catholic Schools.
Passed by Consensus. 
Resolution:
Support for Ministry to Curtin Detention Centre

Synod Standing Committee to explore ways in which the Synod can support the ministry to Curtin Detention Centre and advocate for the people being detained.

Passed by Consensus. 
Resolution:
Alcohol Action Coalition

Synod requests the Moderator/General Secretary to work with like minded groups to establish a Darwin Alcohol Action Coalition. 

Passed by Consensus. 
