UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA – NORTHERN SYNOD
Comments Received at Alcohol Community Forum, 
28th September 2010, Charles Darwin University
Let’s set up a public coalition. It could be developed like this:

Sept –Dec 2010 

(1) Try to build support, quietly at first, by including some key people in a preliminary consultation. These would include the Police Commissioner, some bipartisan political supporters, some interdenominational supporters and so on. 

(2) This time could also be used to prioritise the strategies suggested by Peter d’Abbs, Russell Goldflam and Christine Connors and summarise them in plain language on one A4 sheet. Alcohol members could declare in advance how much time they could commit to the campaign – even an hour or two a month would be useful. 

(3) On January 1 2011 the Coalition goes hard and goes public. 

(4) If the campaign needs serious money and maybe it will to counteract the alcohol industry’s advertising dollars, why not prepare a submission to the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation or some comparable philanthropic organisation. 

Alcohol is being controlled by the NT Department of Justice rather than the Department of Health. We need to get the message back to being a health message rather than an anti-social behaviour message.

Provide sustainable funding to an Alcohol and Other Drugs peak body. 

A new Liquor Act needs to establish a minimum price per standard drink. 

Government policy as a priority must have the intention to reduce alcohol consumption per capita at least to the national average as per AMSANT strategies and recommendations contained in the Preventative Health Strategy documents. 
Alcohol Coalition a great idea. 

How about a cost benefit analysis of buying up some of the liquor licences and paying compensation to the outlets who make less money – perhaps the smaller ones only. Also some modeling on how funding could be better spent and the outcomes of that better expenditure. 

Forming a Darwin Alcohol Action Coalition. I’m interested. 

Getting funding for a Darwin Alcohol Action Coalition which could lead to a NT wide Alcohol Coalition. 

What place for public protest? / shaming?

